
Depending on the number of students enrolled for the Spring 2026 semester, MICEFA reserves the right to create or cancel a course. 
Courses require a minimum of 10 students.  
All courses, dates, and locations are subject to change.  

MICEFA Course List Spring 2026 
 
 
 

MIC 103 : Parisian Daily Life / Paris au quotidien 

Units: 3 
Level: Beginner (A1) 
Prof. ERLICH Sophie  
Monday 15h00-18h00 - ISEP 28, rue N.D. des Champs – Paris 6è - Salle N23 puis N26 
 

In this course, beginner students in French will learn about the capital and the country’s geographic and regional 
diversity while practicing how to speak the language. The goal is to increase proficiency in the four language skills: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. An emphasis of the course will be oral expression to perfect 
pronunciation. Students will develop cultural competence about French regions, cities, traditions, and daily 
situations through reading, multimedia, and practical real-life experience. 

 
MIC 104: A table! Eight centuries of French gastronomy / A table! Huit siècles de gastronomie française  

Units: 3 
Level: Intermediate (A2)  
Prof. SANSONE Pierrette 
Wednesday 10h00-13h00 - ISEP 28, rue N.D. des Champs – Paris 6è - Salle N15 puis 411 
 
France is the country of gastronomy. The French gastronomic meal, one of the central points of French culture 
and good living, is at the heart of a network of practices and know-how that go from producer to cook to guest - 
“from farm to fork”. This course will take intermediate students through itineraries of both historical and 
contemporary approaches to food in Paris and the French culture. From “Les arts de la table” to “Manger 
aujourd’hui,” the course will explore emblematic food places in Paris such as Les Halles, farmers markets, or 
bakeries. Students’ goal will be to increase proficiency listening, speaking, reading, and writing, while taking 
advantage of historic Paris. Prepare your sense of smell and your taste buds! 
 
 
MIC 256: Revolutionary Paris / Paris révolutionnaire 

Units: 3  
Level: Advanced (B1) 
Prof. SANSONE Pierrette 
Wednesday 14h00-17h00 – ISEP 28, rue N.D. des Champs – Paris 6è – Salle N15 
 

Paris has been the scene of many revolutions, from the most symbolic in 1789 to the most recent in 1968. But 
what is a “revolution”? Why have they so often taken place in Paris? Is there a common thread? What legacy 
have revolutionaries left? 

Take advantage of being in France’s capital to discover the traces left by these revolutions related to political 
history, sociology, literature, painting and cinema. Understand how political life has developed and changed 
over the centuries, how different regimes have evolved, and how political forces have been distributed across 
space, time and the means of communication specific to each era. Discovering the traces left in Paris by the 
revolutionary episodes between the 18th and 20th centuries, i.e. from the Constitutional Monarchy to the Fifth 
Republic, via the Empire. Class excursions will alternate with classroom lectures. 

 



Depending on the number of students enrolled for the Spring 2026 semester, MICEFA reserves the right to create or cancel a course. 
Courses require a minimum of 10 students.  
All courses, dates, and locations are subject to change.  

MIC 244 : Great Names in Literature: The Enlightenment to Today / Les grands noms de la littérature : des 
Lumières à aujourd’hui  
 
Units: 3  
Level: Advanced (B2) 
Prof. SANSONE Pierrette 
Thursday 10h00-13h00 - ISEP 28, rue N.D. des Champs – Paris 6è – Salle 48A puis N15 
 
What unites and distinguishes great authors of their time?  

The aim of this course is to engage in a process of reflection and analysis surrounding France’s "Age of 
Enlightenment" based on philosophical and literary works. After defining the movement of the Enlightenment, we 
will question the role and place of the great thinkers of the Encyclopedia. The works of Montesquieu, Voltaire, 
Rousseau, Diderot will be approached from a historical, philosophical, and literary perspective. We will then move 
to the 19th and 20th century and author such as Hugo, Zola, Colette, Sand, de Beauvoir, and Sagan who still shape 
the literary and philosophical culture of French students today.  

 
 
MIC 220E 19th Century French Painting: Impressionism and Beyond  
 
Units: 3  
Level: Taught in English 
Prof. COSTELLO Edward  
Thursday 14h00-17h00 - ISEP 28, rue N.D. des Champs – Paris 6è – Salle 411 
 
This course examines the evolution of painting in the 19th century that led to the innovations of the Impressionist 
painters, who assimilated and then transcended these innovations. Students will explore the importance of the 
post-Impressionist movement and how it opened the door for others such as Cézanne who, in turn, inaugurated 
the 20th century painting. 
 



All courses, dates, and locations are subject to change. Courses require a minimum of 10 students to run. Some courses have 
minimal mandatory excursion fees. Course credit values are MICEFA recommendations only - each home university is at 
liberty to award credits as they see fit. 
 

 
 
 
 

MICEFA Course List 
Fall 2026 

 
 
MIC 111 Welcome to Paris! / Bienvenue à Paris!  
Units: 3  
Level: Beginner (A1)  

 
“Welcome to Paris” is a beginner workshop aimed to jump start French speaking by studying the grammar and 
vocabulary from situations of everyday life. Students will make their first steps in French language and will 
discover different topics related to the French capital and its neighborhoods, Parisian lifestyle, French 
gastronomy, French cinema, etc.  

 
MIC 145 Depiction of Paris in Cinema / Représentations de Paris au cinéma 
Units: 3 
Level: Intermediate (A2/B1-)  

 
This course is designed for students who have reached at least an A2 level and are looking to apply and reinforce 
their language skills through an exploration of how Paris is portrayed in film, and more broadly in TV series, video 
games, music videos, and commercials. The course will cover the history of cinema and its imprint on Paris, 
tracing its evolution and examining its role today. Through a curated selection of key films, students will explore 
iconic Parisian locations, fundamental filmmaking concepts, and learn to read films as texts—using the visual 
language of the city, descriptive imagery, and drawing connections between cinematic grammar and linguistic 
structure. 
 
MIC 206  Parisian Urban Spaces and Diversity / Diversité parisienne et espaces urbains  
Units: 3 
Level: Intermediate / Advanced (B1/B2) 

   
This course is designed for non-native speakers at the Intermediate level. The objective of this class is to provide a 
pedagogical structure for students to take full advantage of their immersion experience in Paris. The course will 
be comprised of a mix of classroom and excursion time. We will focus on quirky, unusual sides of the French 
capital, structured around different and varied groups of people who have inhabited Paris and left their marks : 
artists, immigrants, workers, students, aristocrats, laborers, etc. The excursions will take the students to out of 
the ordinary places, hidden within Paris : village streets, odd museums, mansions, contemporary ephemeral 
street art, underground urban networks, flea markets, and so on. Students will spend time in the classroom and 
at home preparing for their excursion by studying  texts, documentaries, short movies, songs, poems, pamphlets, 
drawings and paintings. Students will work toward a final presentation at the end of the course centered on the 
relationship between identity and Paris as an urban text. 
 



All courses, dates, and locations are subject to change. Courses require a minimum of 10 students to run. Some courses have 
minimal mandatory excursion fees. Course credit values are MICEFA recommendations only - each home university is at 
liberty to award credits as they see fit. 
 

MIC 253:  France and the United States: The Transatlantic Relationship in Times of War 
Units: 3  
Level: Taught in English 

This class will examine the relationship between France and the United States on a historical and cultural level 
during three key conflicts: the American Revolution, World War I, and World War II. Each of these events not only 
saw a strengthening of the alliance between the two nations but also fostered a more profound cultural 
interchange. We will explore how these exchanges occurred in literature and music within the framework of 
political tension and often tragedy. 

 


